
 
 
Congregational Meeting TODAY after worship. The purpose of this meeting 
will be to elect officers & staff positions, elect members of the nominating 
committee for the year 2021, and to approve the budget as presented by the 
budget committee.  
Christmas Eve candlelight service this year is at 7 p.m. We ask that you and 
your family R.S.V.P. for the service.  There will be a limit to the number of 
people that we can accommodate in-person and we will plan to add a second 
service if we have a higher number of people register for Christmas Eve.  We 
want to accommodate everyone that wants to attend so please R.S.V.P. for 
the service by December 13. You can let us know by signing up at the church 
or responding to a survey that was sent out over email. A special offering will 
be taken for the Alpha Omega Center at the Christmas Eve Service. 
Check out the Yellow Ribbon Girls Christmas box packing picture on the 
bulletin board. 
The Session approved postponing all in person small group meetings, and 
Son Seekers, for the foreseeable future. This is due to concerns of COVID-19 
19 cases escalating in our area in recent weeks. This will be in effect as of 
November 20, 2020. Officer meetings will be able to continue, but social 
distancing requirements need to be maintained. Sunday morning worship 
services will continue as scheduled. Wearing of masks is strongly encouraged, 
but not required. Social distancing is also required. 
COVID-19 Positive Tests- The Session has decided to follow CDC guidelines 
following positive COVID-19 tests and contact with someone with a positive 
test in regards to when a person and/or family members may return to in-
person worship at Mountville.  You can find the guidelines on the bulletin 
board by the front door or on the CDC website. 
 
What Is Christmas All About? Advent 2020 Summary: Advent is an almost 
indescribable time of anticipation, preparing, and waiting on God.  The season 
is full of delicious food, the gathering of family, gifts, and decorations that tell 
us this is a wonderful season. People often find themselves feeling one of two 
ways during this time. Some people feel alone and absent from the happiness 
of others. It is a time of withdrawing and isolation because they already feel 
this is a season for everyone else. Other good intentioned people dive in and 
take charge of everything in the hopes of making Christmas perfect.  It can 
leave all of us asking, “What is Christmas really all about?”  A Charlie Brown 
Christmas is a classic movie that brings these themes to the forefront and 
offers God’s timeless, hopeful truth about the real joy of Christmas. 
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December 13, 2020 

9:30 a.m. – Sunday School                                                                                                                                                      

10:30 a.m. – Worship Service- 

http://www.mountvillepresby.org/


WORSHIP PREPARATION & PRAYER                                                

 

Song of Gathering                            “Lo! How a Rose E'er Blooming” 

(*livestream begins) 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Invocation 

 

 

* Call to Worship – Lighting of the Advent Candle – FAITH 

Hunter Bish & Tom Moore 

 

Leader: In the darkest times we cannot see to make our way.  

Our eyes adjust, but still everything is shadowed and grey. We reach 

out, desperate for comfort, for balance, for the familiar, for hope. 

People: In the darkest times, even a faltering light can be just enough: 

the flame flickers, twinkles, dances—and it is dazzling! For in its light, 

we see light: God in our midst. 

~Candle is lit~ 

Leader: However impossible it seems, God’s promise will be fulfilled 

—and blessed is the one who sees the truth of God’s kingdom in our 

midst. 

People: Come, O come, Emmanuel, God with us, and we will 

rejoice.                                                                                                                                                                       

Old Testament Reading              Zechariah 8:1-8 
 

Meditation Music                             “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession                                      Dorothy Bass 

 

Father, we delude ourselves into believing that if we can just get 

everything done, if we can only tie up all the loose ends, if we can 

even once get ahead of the crush, we will prove our worth and 

establish ourselves in safety. Our problem with time is a spiritual 

problem, one that runs right to the core of who we are as human 

beings. Indeed, these distortions drive us to believe that we, not God, 

are the masters of time. We come to believe that our worth must be 

proved by the way we spend our hours and that our ultimate safety 

depends on our own good management. Lord, forgive us and redeem 

the way we spend our time in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Pardon                                           Isaiah 55:6, 7 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

WORSHIP IN GOD’S WORD   
 

Scripture Reading – Bruce Gallagher                                Luke 1:34-45 

        
Meditation Music                                                             “Emmanuel” 
 

Sermon                                   “The Best Exercise Plan for Christmas” 

 

 

WORSHIP IN DECLARING OUR FAITH                                                                                
 

Apostles Creed 

Joys & Concerns of the Church                                                                        

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

*Hymn #145                                              “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  

 

*Hymn #132 (vs. 1 & 3)                “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

*Benediction   

 

*Responsive Benediction #82 (vs. 1 & 2) “O Come, Let Us Adore Him” 
 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

We’ll praise his name forever, Let's praise his name together, 
Let's praise his name together, Christ the Lord. 

 

*ALL THOSE WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND 


